
 Advanced Placement ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  
(APES) 

 

 
 
Grade Placement:​  11th – 12th 
Prerequisite:  ​ Biology, Chemistry, prior teacher recommendation. 
 
Course Description: This is an interdisciplinary course in which students relate and apply principles and 
skills from physical, earth, and biological sciences along with certain concepts from social studies to understand 
environmental problems.  Students will complete class work and conduct laboratory and field work using 
scientific methods, critical thinking, decision-making and problem solving techniques to study processes and 
topics that include:  interaction of biotic and abiotic factors in ecosystems; conservation; natural resources and 
cycles; energy sources and energy flow in ecosystems; the major biomes and their typical plant and animal life 
forms (including those common locally and regionally); human responsibilities and population dynamics. 

 
Environmental Science Supplemental Guide 

 
Digital Textbook: Pearson’s Withgott/Brennan Environment, 7th ed.  (enrollment TBA) 
​ ​ The Science Behind the Story 
 
Materials:​ Charged iPad ***​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Colored pencils/markers 
​ ​ Composition Book***​​ ​ ​ ​ Scissors​ 
​ ​ Kleenex​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Glue stick 
 
Daily Content:  All supplemental notes are designed from the textbook by Withgott/Brennan.  Notes are 
provided to students on the projector or dry-erase board on a regular basis. All tests, labs, and daily assignments 
are based upon lecture and notes provided in class.   
 
Academic Integrity: You should foster a community of trust that enhances your achievement as a student.  In 
the spirit of mutual trust, you are expected to uphold the highest ethical academic standards, including the 
production of authentic classwork.  Below is the school district’s acknowledgement with examples of academic 
integrity. 

 

 
 
 



Digital Enrollment:   
By the second week of school, all APES/Dual Credit students will need to be enrolled in AP 
Classroom at https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org   
A verification code will be provided by the instructor.  
 

If you would like to access classroom documents from anywhere, please download the Canvas 
APP on your phone. 
 

Please join Parent Square/Student Square for important dates and announcements.  
 

Advanced Placement Environmental Science Syllabus  
 
All rules and procedures found on the course outline will be represented in the course. As listed in the contract, 
the curricula and materials are on a college-level and rigorous.  Specific examples include: 
​ 1)  free response questions on exams in order to prepare for the AP exam 
​ 2)  formal written lab reports which include written analysis of the lab  
​ 3)  technology-based learning during lab investigations 
​ 4)  devotion of 3 hours either after school or on a Saturday during the Spring Semester to prepare for the  

AP exam * 
​ 5)  any other efforts necessary to prepare for the AP exam​
​
Work Submission: All work submitted on the iPad must include your handwritten name.  All documents 
submitted must be sent as a PDF file.  Assignments need your handwritten name on them.  

  
If you have a technology malfunction at home, then you must email me your assignment.  Consider all 
technology realms, take a photo on your phone and email it to me. More detailed lab activities will be 
submitted in your composition book. Always read the assignment to identify where the assignment will be 
submitted. You are allowed one tech mishap per the entire school year, thereafter, the assignment is considered late.  
​
Group Work: Group assignments may be conducted due to limited equipment, materials, and safety in the 
lab setting.  During group activities, all students must participate and produce their own work.  Major 
lab reports will be individually completed, and printing out several copies for other group members is not 
acceptable.  Everyone in the group must produce their own work!! 
​
Exams: Tests are based upon the Advanced Placement Environmental Science exam in accordance with the 
College Board.  The exams will include multiple choice, analysis of data or graphs, and free response questions. 
Before the first exam, we will practice writing sample free response questions so students know expectations 
beforehand. Please understand that the expectations of any AP course are based on College Board, and it is my 
duty to maintain those expectations for success on the AP exam.  ​
*On a scheduled testing day, the test must be completed within a 45-minute time frame to replicate the format 
of a typical AP Exam in Environmental Science. If a student is absent the day of the test, they are required to 
test the next school day in tutorials.   

 
 
 
 

https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org


Major Projects: Major projects such as formal written lab reports, the Water Drops Project, presentations, and 
group projects will be given at least one week before the due date.  Students regardless of their attendance 
MUST submit their project to me using Canvas, email, OR a paper copy on the DAY the project is DUE or 
EARLIER.  Hard due dates are locked in and it is expected that all students will adhere to it. 
 
Grading Scale: Advanced Placement courses are designated by the NBISD School Board as a Level 4 course.  
Per Student Handbook, there will be a minimum of 3 major grades per nine weeks and a minimum of 7 daily 
grades per nine weeks. 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Major grades = 70% ​ ​ Daily/Lab grades = 30% 
​ ​  
★​ Major grades will include projects, tests, and formal written lab reports.  There may be an occasion to 
count a lab grade as a major grade based upon the amount of quality time and depth spent on a particular lab.   
★​ According to NBISD grading policies, test corrections, retests, or extra credit are not allowed in an AP 
course.  Students are encouraged to utilize tutorials in order to improve their understanding of content. 
★​ Daily grades consist of routine quizzes, daily activities, labs, surveys, and various inquiry activities.  
Quizzes are short answer free response and multiple-choice questions.   
★​ Daily grade assignments such as classwork and homework will include question sets, practice 
free-response questions, and shortened assignments. 
★​ Due Dates:  Daily assignments will typically be due before the next class day. 
★​ Most assignments, labs, and notes will be posted in Canvas.  Please access documents at school and 
home in order to be successful in this class.  The majority of assignments will be turned into Canvas or your 
composition book. Notifications must be turned on. 
 
Missed Work: It is your responsibility to ask about any missed work before the bell rings or during tutorials the 
day that you return. If you know about an absence beforehand, please communicate in advance. You may not 
interrupt me during another class period to discuss make-up work.  Missed lab assignments must be completed 
within a week of the activity due to limited storage space.  All students must make arrangements with me to 
make up labs.  You are NOT allowed to record information from another student and submit it as your work.  
Students who do not make up work within the published time frame will receive a “zero” for the missing 
assignment(s).  An absence in the days leading up to a scheduled quiz or test does not defer the assessment 
unless prior arrangements have been made with me.  ​
​
Late Work Policy: The late work policy for Level 4 courses is one class day for a maximum grade of 70.  It 
must be noted that although NBISD has a “late work” acceptance policy, students who do not complete their 
work on time are not prepared for class.  Excellent performance requires deliberate, systematic preparation 
and study.  Lack of timely preparation will negatively impact student grades. 
If any of the electronic apps are not functioning at any specific time, it is your responsibility to promptly notify 
the teacher that you are unable to use the app. If Canvas is not working, please email assignments that are due.  
If the teacher is not notified, the assignment will be considered LATE. 
 
Technology Policy: Students are responsible for adhering to the Acceptable Use Policy for technology devices.  
The iPad is a digital learning device that will be used at the teacher’s discretion. The NBHS iPad Discipline Plan 
can be found on the district website. 

 
 
 
 



Apps to download:   
Canvas Student, Student Square, Google Drive 

 

 
​
 

Cell Phone Policy:  Bell to Bell - No Cell! Electronic communication devices are expected to be turned off or 
silenced and out of sight at the official start of the school day, but may remain in the student’s possession during the 
day. Students may turn their devices on at dismissal. 

●​ 1st violation: Students will be given a verbal warning to turn off/put away the device. 
●​ 2nd violation: The student will turn in the device to the teacher and the teacher will hold it for the duration of 

class. The teacher will notify the parent(s). 
●​ 3rd violation: The device(s) will be turned over to the office for the duration of the school day 

 

Communication is KEY! 
Students should meet with me during tutorials regarding individual questions or concerns about school work, 
scheduling make-up work, etc...  Students should NOT interrupt class for this purpose!  Students needing to make up 
a quiz should come to regular tutorials.  Students needing to make up a test should make an appointment for 
8:00 am.  Quizzes and tests will NOT be made up during class.   
​
Office Hours: Tutorial times are below. Please know that you can make arrangements with me if these are not 
suitable times.  Times marked with an asterisk * are the most suitable times.​
​
Contact Information: Tutorial times are below. Please know that you can make arrangements with me if these are not suitable 
times.  
Monday ​ ​ 8:10 – 8:40 and 4:20 – 4:45  
Tuesday ​ ​ DUTY – NO tutorials​
Wednesday​ ​ 8:10 – 8:40 and 4:20 – 4:45  
Thursday​ ​ 8:10 – 8:40 (no afternoon)​
Friday​ ​ ​ 8:10 – 8:40 (no afternoon) 
 


